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SELWYN HOUSE HOSTS MAJOR YOUTH CONFERENCE 
By Mat thew Surr idge 
 
A w ide range of  panel is ts  and speakers  — from a former  ambassador  to  
the Uni ted Nat ions to  a  former premier  of  Ontar io  to  a  former chi ld  
sold ier  — w i l l  be  on hand at  Selw yn House th is  Thursday for  'Educat ing 
Youth for  Global  Responsibi l i ty ' ,  a  centennia l  conference to  conclude 
the school 's  year - long 100th anniversary ce lebrat ion.   
  
“ I t ’ s  our  centenn ia l  year ,  and we t r ied  to  hos t  some s ign i f ican t  events , ”  sa id  
Se lwyn House Headmaster  Wi l l iam Mi tche l l .  “Educat ing  Youth  fo r  G loba l  
Respons ib i l i t y  seems cons is ten t  w i th  p repar ing  our  s tudents  to  take  par t  no t  
on ly  in  our  communi ty  bu t  a round the  wor ld ,  to  make i t  a  be t te r  p lace . ”  
 
Co-cha i red by  Yves  For t ie r  and Michae l  Go ldb loom,  much o f  the  conference 
w i l l  take  the  fo rm o f  pane l  d iscuss ions ,  the  f i rs t  o f  wh ich  w i l l  fea ture  Emi ly  
Bass ,  an  ac t iv is t  work ing  to  deve lop  and encourage new HIV prevent ion  
s t ra teg ies ;  Dav id  Dany lewich ,  fo rmer ly  o f  Youth  Chal lenge In terna t iona l  and 
cur ren t ly  o f  R igh t  to  P lay  In te rna t iona l ,  and journa l is t  A lexandre  'Sacha '  
T rudeau,  whose documentar ies  have examined human r igh ts  i ssues  in  
severa l  a reas  around the  wor ld .  
 
A  second pane l  w i l l  examine the  use o f  fame and c rea t iv i t y  in  ra is ing  the 
pub l ic  p ro f i le  o f  soc ia l  i ssues .  O lympic  and Wor ld  Cup champion  sk ier  
Jenn i fe r  He i l  w i l l  d iscuss  P lan ,  an  in te rnat iona l  ch i ld -cent red  deve lopment  
p rogramme,  and 'Because I  am a  Gi r l ' ,  a  new in terna t iona l  campaign  urg ing  
na t iona l  leaders  to  p ro tec t  the  r igh ts  o f  g i r ls  and women.  Dar io  Iezzon i  o f  
the  Bru le r ie  Sant ropo l  w i l l  ta lk  about  the  fa i r  t rade network ,  and how the  
produc t ion and se l l ing  o f  fa i r  t rade co f fee promotes  the  e th ica l  t rea tment  o f  
co f fee  fa rmers  and labourers ,  and Joe l le  Ad ler ,  CEO o f  c lo th ing  re ta i le r  
D iese l  Canada,  w i l l  d iscuss  her  One X One non-pro f i t  foundat ion .  
 
A  d i f fe ren t  genera t iona l  perspec t ive  w i l l  then fo l low,  as  some recent  Se lwyn 
House graduates  w i l l  d iscuss  the i r  exper iences  around the  wor ld .  Andrew 
Rosenhek  w i l l  d iscuss  the  “$5  ph i lan throp is t ”  campaign ,  Jus t in  Tan w i l l  ta lk  
about  S tudents  fo r  G loba l  Hea l th ,  and Gabr ie l  Ma ldo f f  w i l l  p resent  H igh lands  
Hope,  an  organ iza t ion  o f  nurses  in  Tanzan ia  who work  as  AIDS counse l lo rs  
and careg ivers .  
 
A lso  speak ing  w i l l  be  A lus ine  Bah,  a  fo rmer  ch i ld  so ld ie r  in  S ier ra  Leone.  
“He ’s  go ing  to  speak about  h is  exper iences , ”  sa id  Mi tche l l .  “He ’s  done th is  
be fore ,  to  he lp  us  unders tand how these th ings  can happen. ”   
 
Bob Rae,  fo rmer  p remier  o f  Ontar io  and cur ren t  MP fo r  the  r id ing  o f  Toronto  
Cent re ,  w i l l  speak  to  conc lude the  event .  
 
The conference takes  p lace  Oct .  2  a t  2  p .m.  a t  Se lwyn House Schoo l ,  95  
Cote  St .  Anto ine  Rd.  T icke ts  a re  $15 fo r  s tudents ,  $25 fo r  adu l ts ,  and may 
be  purchased on l ine a t  se lwyn.ca ,  o r  by  ca l l ing  514-931-9481 ex t .  2292.   
  
  
 


